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impacts that may be beyond habitat capability to withstand
or repair following a major flood or other disturbance. The
combined effects of small scale, repeated degradation cause
incremental declines in functional condition and increase
vulnerability to further degradation. Riparian losses do not
imply that the habitat disappears but that it supports a dif-
ferent set of capabilities ands uses. Altered potential how-
ever does imply a progressive, often permanent, decline in
habitat complexity, productivity and diversity.

The BLM Riparian Initiative for the 1990s established goals
for management of riparian/wetland habitats on public lands
to:

• Restore and maintain riparian-wetland areas so that 75
percent or more are in proper functioning condition by
1997.

• Protect riparian-wetland areas and associated uplands
through proper land management and avoid or miti-
gate negative impacts. Acquire and expand key areas
to provide for their maximum public benefit, protec-
tion, enhancement and efficient management.

• Ensure an aggressive riparian-wetland information out-
reach program

• Improve partnerships and cooperative restoration and
management processes in implementing this riparian-
wetland initiative.

An extensive literature base is available in BLM’s Techni-
cal Reference Series for Riparian Area Management (BLM
Technical Reference 1737, 1-17, 1987-2001) that describes
riparian values, functions, inventory and monitoring meth-
ods, and guidance for achieving riparian habitat goals and
objectives. Montana-specific strategies and best manage-
ment practices are provided in Ehrhart and Hansen (1998),
and MT DNRC (1995, 1996, 1999). Management strate-
gies and recommendations applicable to the planning area
are provided in Myers (1981, 1987, 1989b, 1989b), Hockett
and Roscoe (1993), Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest
(USDA-FS 1997a), and Bengeyfield and Svoboda (1998).

There are 914 miles of lotic (flowing water) riparian habitat
currently identified on public lands in the planning area.
This does not represent a comprehensive total of all ripar-

ian habitat. Estimates of functional conditions of streams
and wetlands in the planning area are displayed in Table
23. Function assessments are based on Montana Riparian
Wetland Association (MRWA) health assessments using
intensive inventory data, MRWA short form inventories,
other inventory methodologies, photo trend plots, and pro-
fessional judgment. Intensive MRWA inventory has been
conducted on 400 miles (44 percent) of streams within the
planning area. The BLM PFC method (Prichard 1993, 1998)
has been used on fewer than 10 percent of the stream miles
in the planning area. Only 163 of 914 miles (18 percent) of
riparian habitat are in PFC, mostly due to reduced woody
canopies and lack of regeneration, herbaceous plant com-
position dominated by shallow-rooted species such as Ken-
tucky bluegrass, and overwidened stream channels. Many
functional-at-risk (FAR) riparian areas are still within site
potential but are being sustained in disturbance-caused, dis-
climax vegetation communities that may take decades to
convert.

There are approximately 2,050 acres of lentic (standing
water) wetland habitats recorded on public lands.in the plan-
ning area. Wetland habitats have not been comprehensively
inventoried (Prichard 1994), and numerous small wetland
areas exist throughout the planning area that have not been
identified. Habitat is classified as lentic only if it is associ-
ated with standing water or small closed basins. Wetland
habitat associated with springs, seeps and streams has not
been documented separately from stream habitat assess-
ments, even though some of these areas contain substantial
acres of off-channel habitat. Relatively few extensive wet-
land/wet meadow complexes are present on public land. The
major portion of wetland habitat in the planning area is on
the shoreline of Lima Reservoir in the Centennial Valley,
and Ruby Reservoir where annual drawdown of water lev-
els precludes the development and maintenance of shore-
line and littoral vegetation. Other extensive wet meadow/
wetland habitats occur in Big Sheep Creek Basin , at Axo-
lotl Lakes and in the Centennial Valley. Wetland enhance-
ment projects developed through Intermountain Joint Ven-
ture partnerships have created approximately 185 acres of
enhanced wetland habitat. The Monida Creek DU project
on Lima Reservoir will provide an additional 42 acres of
shallow wetland habitat when constructed.

Table 23 
Functional Condition of Streams and Wetlands in the Planning Area 

Proper 
Functioning 

Condition Functional- Nonfunctional 
(PFC) PFC% at-risk (FAR) FAR % (NF) NF % 

Stream riparian (miles) 163 18 536 59 215 23 

Wetlands (acres) 525 26 1326 65 187 9 
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